
  February 2024 
 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH  
National Cancer Institute   

NCI Council of Research Advocates   
 

CHAIR 
 

Annie Ellis  2024 
Research Advocate 

Gynecologic Cancer Steering Committee 
Ovarian Cancer Research Alliance 

New York, New York 
 

MEMBERS 
 
 

 
Brittany Avin McKelvey, Ph.D. 2026 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 
Friends of Cancer Research 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Melinda Bachini 2024 
Director of Patient Services 
Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation 
Herriman, Utah  
 
Yelak S. Biru 2024 
Chief Executive Officer 
International Myeloma Foundation 
North Hollywood, California 
 
Victoria Buenger, Ph.D. 2025 
President Emeritus 
Coalition Against Childhood Cancer 
Bryan, Texas 
 
Melissa F. Buffalo 2025 
Chief Executive Officer 
American Indian Cancer Foundation 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
Marty Chakoian 2026 
Board of Directors 
ZERO Prostate Cancer 
Seattle, Washington 
 

Nathaniel Ferre 2026 
Associate Consultant 
Chartis Oncology Solutions 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Joya Delgado Harris, M.P.H. 2026 
Executive Director 
CEO Roundtable on Cancer 
Morrisville, North Carolina 
 
Hartley M. Lee Jones 2027 
Research Advocate 
SWOG Cancer Research Network 
Portland, Oregon 
 
Robert Riter 2026 
Patient Advocate 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 
 
Kristen C. Santiago 2024 
Research Advocate 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Jacqueline D. Smith  2024 
Research Advocate 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 



Kevin J. Stemberger 2024 
Co-Founder and Partner 
Noble Capital Partners, LLC 
Farmington Hills, Michigan  
 
Nicole E. Willmarth, Ph.D.  2024 
Chief Mission Officer 
American Brain Tumor Association 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
 
Executive Secretary 
 
Amy Williams 
Acting Director 
Office of Advocacy Relations 
National Cancer Institute 
National Institutes of Health 
Bethesda, Maryland 
 


